Attorney's Docket: 2003DE448 
Serial No.: N/A 



Art Unit N/A 



Preliminary Amendment prior to Examination 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 .(Currently Amended) A method for the preparation of esters from a reaction 
mixture of an alcohol [[alcohols]] and an olefinically unsaturated carboxylic acid or 
reactive derivative thereof [[acids]] , said method comprising [[by]] reacting [[an]] the 
alcohol with [[an]] the olefinically unsaturated carboxylic acid or [[a]] reactive 
derivative thereof, in the presence of from 1 ppm to 1% by weight, based on the 
weight of the reaction mixture^ compris i ng alcoho l and o l ofin i ca ll y unsaturated 
carboxylic acid/carboxyl i c ac i d dorivat i vo of at least one oxazoline of the formula 1 



in which R\ R 2 , R 3 , R 4 and R 5 , independently of one another, are hydrogen or 
hydrocarbon radicals having from 1 to 12 carbon atoms, and R 1 , R 2 , R 3 , R 4 and R 5 
may be identical or different, being present. 




2 



(1) 



R 5 



2.(Original) 



The method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein R\ R 2 , R 3 , R 4 



and R 5 , 



independently of one another, are hydrogen or methyl groups. 
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3. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 1 and/or 2 , wherein 

R 1 is methyl 

R 2 and R 3 are hydrogen 

R 4 and R 5 are hydrogen or methyl. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 os cla i med i n ono or moro of 
c l a i ms 1 to 3 , wherein the at least one oxazoline oxazo li nos of [[the]] formula 1 
[[are]] |s [[used]] present in amounts of from 10 ppm to 0.5% by weight based on the 
reaction mixture compris i ng alcoho l and carboxyl i c ac i d/carboxy li c ac i d der i vative . 

5. (Currently Amended) A method for stabilizing a reaction between an alcohol 
and an olefinically unsaturated carboxylic acid or reactive derivative thereof in a 
reaction mixture in the presence of a catalyst, said method comprising carrying out 
said reaction in the presence of a compound Tho use of compounds of [[the]] 
formula 1 




in which R 1 , R 2 , R 3 , R 4 and R 5 , in which R\ R 2 , R 3 , R 4 and R 5 , independently of one 
another, are hydrogen or hydrocarbon radicals having from 1 to 12 carbon atoms, 
and R\ R 2 , R 3 , R 4 and R 5 may be identical or different, as stab ili zors i n tho reaction 
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botwoon a l coho l s and o l cfinical l y unsaturated carboxylic acids or tho rooct i vo 
dorivat i vos thereof, wherein said compound of formula (1) is present in an amount of 
from 1 ppm to 1% by weight, based on the weight of the reaction mixture compris i ng 
alcoho l and carboxy li c acid/carboxy li c ac i d der i vat i ve, of tho compound of tho 
formu l a 1 bo i ng usod . 

6. (Currently Amended) A composition comprising 

A) an alcohol 

B) an olefinically unsaturated carboxylic acid or a reactive derivative thereof, 
the molar ratio A) : B) being from 1 : 0.2 to 1 : 15, 

and 

C) 1 ppm [[at]] to 1 % by weight, based on the total weight of A) and B), of a 
compound of the formula 1 



in which R\ R 2 , R 3 , R 4 and R 5 , independently of one another, are hydrogen or 
hydrocarbon radicals having from 1 to 12 carbon atoms, and R 1 , R 2 , R 3 , R 4 and R 5 
may be identical or different. 
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